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held its annual
Thanksgiving
Retreat for
college-aged
MKs in Winter
Park, Colorado,
November 26
through 29. We
were blessed to have Chi Alpha home missionaries Scott and Crystal Martin as our guest speakers.
When our retreat staff arrived on Sunday afternoon (November 23), very little snow lay on the ground.
On Monday and Tuesday we held evening prayer meetings—we prayed for each other, the MKs, and, of
course, snow. It is difficult to have a ski retreat without snow! We heard rumors of potential snowfall
coming at the end of the week, and God heard our prayers—it started snowing on Wednesday night,
snowed again on Thursday, and didn’t stop until after we left! By Sunday afternoon several interstates
around us were totally shut down. Needless to say, the skiing and
snowboarding were awesome on Friday and Saturday.
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While we prayed for snow, we were more serious about praying
;.for the MKs. MKs arrive at the Thanksgiving Retreat with very
different expectations and on different spiritual levels. We know
winter sports are a draw for MKs; some MKs arrive in Colorado
\_'\_ with only skiing on their mind. We also know some MKs arrive in

Colorado with a true desire to connect with God and each other.

Whatever their goals when they come, and whatever their
relationship with God, we pray and believe God will minister to
them.

At the orientation meeting on Wednesday when the MKs arrived, | said | had two goals for the retreat.
The first was that they meet with God. The fun, the skiing, the hot tubs, the tubing—all of those things
will happen but are secondary. Our principal goal is for MKs to meet with God! In several powerful
services God met MKs on different levels and in different ways. We also had powerful times of worship
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at the altar and meaningful small-group discussions. The
retreat always ends with an amazing creative worship
service in which MKs minister to each other. | believe our
first goal for the retreat was met. God was active, and He
touched lives throughout the retreat.

My second goal for the ski retreat was for MKs to connect
with each other. MKs have unique relationships. We
consider each other family even though we are not
technically related. When MKs head to college, they
separate from their MK family. Many MKs go places
where there are no other MKs. | believe the ski retreat is a
great place for MKs to connect with each other. | am so
committed to those relationships that | have even given
an entire morning to connecting with each other over a
cup of coffee (at my expense). The MKs spend
approximately ten hours in services over the course of
four days. We want them to minister to each other.
God works through those relationships, and \
many of our MKs experience healing during those
times of fellowship.

While the winter sports were great this year, | was more.
excited about the presence and movement of a loving ¥
God. As you think about MKs, | encourage you to

pray for our MKs each year at Thanksgiving time. |

am keenly aware of our MKs who come to the \ ‘
Thanksgiving Retreat with hearts hoping to meet
God! Thanks for praying for the MKs!

Bwana Chad

PS. As always, if you ever have questions about
how things are done or what happens at any ISMK
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through 12.

ISMK is excited about a new project we are working
on—a discipleship program for MKs in Grades 7

We also want you to know we will be starting an All-
ISMK Bible-reading and discipleship program in
September 2009. We will promote it with your MKs in
the coming months. The name of the program is
ISMK FIRED UP. We will also have a more intense
program for MKs who wish to go a little deeper—

- ISMK FIRED UP EXTREME. Our goal is to create a
community of believers among our MKs that is not
only social but spiritual. Our prayer is that this
community of MKs will go deeper spiritually with each
other than they ever have before! Please pray with us
as we lay the foundation for this program.

The strength of this program will be the partnership
with people around the world who are involving
themselves in MK ministry. If part of your portfolio is
ministry to MKs or if you would like to be a part of
discipling MKs, please contact us and let us know!
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